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[Abstract:] Special instructions... 681 4% 


Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
July 15, 1881 


Sir: 


Referring to your letter of the 2nd instant in reference to the payment of certain bills of 
the Adams Express Company, amounting in the aggregate to $14265.25, heretofore forwarded 
you by this office with instructions to pay $10781.50 of the amount from your Contingent Fund 
and the remainder $3483.75 from the Appropriation for “Freight on Bullion”, a draft for which 
was remitted, I have to say as it appears from your letter that the balance of the funds available 
for the payment of Contingent expenses would not admit of the payment of the bills, referred to 
and at the same time pay outstanding liabilities against the Contingent fund proper — including 
“wastage” chargeable to that fund — you will just pay all outstanding liabilities incurred and 
wastage. 


When this is done the balance can be applied as indicated in letter from this office of the 
27th ultimo providing there is sufficient, including the amount advance you from the 
appropriation for “Freight on bullion” to pay either or both of the bills. Otherwise you will return 
the same to this office depositing the $3483.75 advanced you to make the payment. 


I think it preferable to first pay the liabilities contracted and strictly chargeable to the 
contingent fund, holding the bills of the Express Company until such time as an appropriation is 
made by Congress for their payment. 


Very respectfully, 
R.E. Preston 
Acting Director 


A. Loudon Snowden, Esq. 
Supt. Mint U.S. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


